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Fairer Funding for Lincolnshire
I was elected to become a member of this council on a mandate of fighting for 'Fairer funding for 
the county of Lincolnshire'.

Sadly, struggling rural areas such as Lincolnshire are still receiving less per head than urban 
centres, despite many of our residents facing similar daily challenges such as deprivation and low 
wages. Therefore, it seems unfair to me that we are paying more into local government, and 
receiving fewer services. It has been known for decades, that we are being unjustly treated here in 
Lincolnshire. As a result, it comes as no surprise that essential public services, especially those 
which act as a lifeline for the sick, vulnerable, and elderly, have been cut to the bone, some would 
say into the bone. Thank goodness for the voluntary sector, otherwise the situation would be far 
worse.

A number of years ago, a cross-party group of mainly rural M.P.'s were instrumental in setting up a 
'Rural Fair Share Campaign'. Its objectives were to help ensure that rural counties such as ours, 
received a fair share of available national resources, in order to fairly fund local government, and 
also central government services. Historically, with regards to funding, Lincolnshire has missed out 
big time in areas such as local government, education, policing, highways, transport, and the NHS.

Over many years, leaders in Westminster having paid lip service, and confirming that we have a 
legitimate grievance, have done very little to put the matter right.

The cross party campaign group of M.P.'s need all of the support that they can muster, and I am 
sad to report that our county M.P.'s, the majority!, have let us all down. Figures that I have just 
obtained, confirm that out of the M.P.'s representing our 7 parliamentary constituencies, only 3 
have signed up and shown support for this group.

What I would like to propose with this motion is as follows:- 

a) That we instruct our chief executive to write to each of our local M.P.'s, in order to 
voice our concerns as a council, not only of the historical unjust treatment we have 
been receiving from central government with regards to funding, but also to highlight 
our concerns regarding what appears to be a lack of solidarity amongst the counties 
M.P.'s in showing support for this campaign.

b) To invite the appropriate Chairman of the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committee, 
to carry out research in order to ascertain, exactly how much this council has had its 
grants from central government reduced over the past 4 years.   

It seems to me that as an elected member of this council, it is my duty along with fellow members, 
to make every possible effort to ensure that not only do our residents receive what they are 
entitled to financially towards local services, but also that the officers of SKDC receive the 
appropriate funds, in order for them to carry out their duties up to the standards which we expect 
of them.

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1


It would be sincerely very much appreciated by myself as a newly elected councillor, if each and 
every councillor in this chamber would vote as an individual rather than a group, in order to give 
this motion the credence which I believe it deserves.     


